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iCeiee N ¥ 'Selection from the Prison Notebooks @& 'History of
the Subaltern Classes: Methodological Criteria' &@<C% 'Subaltern Classes' (9
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"The historiography of Indian nationalism has for a long time been dominated by elitism.
Colonialist elitism and bourgeois nationalist elitism.... share the prejudice that the making of
the Indian nation and the development of the consciousness- nationalism which confirmed
this process were exclusively or predominantly elite achievements. In the colonialist and neo-
colonialist historigraphies these achievements are credited to British colonial rulers,
administrators, policies, institutions, and culture; in the nationalist and neo-nationalist

writings-to Indian elite personalities, institutions, activities and ideas." %
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"The subaltern classes, by definition, are not unified and can not unite until they are able to

become a "State". <
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"Tha kartabhaa sect was founded about the middle of the Eighteenth
century and took its origin at tha village of Ghoshpara, in the chakdaha
thana. 55

H.H.Risley, The Tribes and Castes of Bengal &3 qCeTCR:

"Kartabha a, ab obscure sect believed to have been founded early in the
Eighteenth Century by one Aul chand, who was considered by his

followers to be an incarnation of Chaitanya. " 5
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